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INTRODUCTION

The Small Islands Cultures Research Initiative (SICRI) and the University of Caen–Normandy (Maison de la Recherche 
en Sciences Humaines MRSH, Centre for Interdisciplinary research in social sciences and the research lab ESOCaen/
&156��)UDQFH��ZHOFRPH�SURSRVDOV�IRU�SDSHU�SUHVHQWDWLRQV�IURP�DQ\�GLVFLSOLQDU\�ƬHOG��DV�ZHOO�DV�IURP�PDQDJHUV�DQG�
practitioners who are interested in island issues, to the 14th International Small Island Cultures (ISIC) Conference – 
1HZ�'LUHFWLRQV�LQ�,VODQG�6WXGLHV��6HYHUDO�DFDGHPLF�WUDGLWLRQV�DFURVV�WKH�JOREH�KDYH�FRQVLGHUHG�LVODQGV�DV�D�VSHFLƬF�
VXEMHFW�RI�UHVHDUFK��,Q�*U\GHKÓMoV��������UHƮHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�LVODQG�VWXGLHV��KH�QRWHV�WKH�PDQ\�ZD\V�WKH�ƬHOG�
KDV�HPHUJHG�LQWR�DQ�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�DUHD�ZLWK�YDULRXV�WKHRUHWLFDO�DSSURDFKHV�WKDW�H[WHQG�LQWR�IXUWKHU�ƬHOGV�DQG�
locations. The emergence of a number of journals devoted to the discipline over the past decade or so (i.e. Island 
Studies Journal, Shima, Urban Island Studies, and Journal of Marine and Island Cultures) is testament to such a 
JURZLQJ�VFKRODUO\�LQWHUHVW�DQG�JURZWK�RI�WKH�ƬHOG�

Island Studies is naturally concerned with islands, but while drawing on Hau’ofa’s  (1994) “a sea of islands” and 
McCall’s call for a “nissology” – D�WHUP�ƬUVW�FRLQHG�E\�0ROHV������� – as “the study of islands on their own terms” 
(1994: 2), the study of island spatiality within disciplinary boundaries has been extended in recent years through 
the development of interdisciplinary island studies (e.g., Baldacchino, 2004; 2006; 2008), archipelagos (Stratford et 
al. 2011), decolonial island studies (Grydehøj 2017), and aquapelagos (Hayward 2012). Extending notions of “place 
phenomenology” (Hay 2006) or “performative geographies” (Fletcher 2011), Island Studies increasingly proceeds 
through a plurality of approaches that work within and beyond the physicality of islands themselves, which is evident 
in Hayward’s (2016) vision for “an expanded concept of island studies”.

While islands have often been conceived as “laboratories” with compact and clear boundaries, today such locations 
are increasingly understood as cultural/social assemblages that contain and connect with a number of contempo-
rary globalized issues, including geopolitical disputes over the control of marine areas, environmental hazards (e.g. 
biodiversity, pollution, rising sea levels), disaster, heritage/memorial issues (e.g. prisons, slavery, deportation, co-
lonization), migration and spatial mobility, and social inequalities and intersectionality (e.g. gender, class, culture, 
language).

,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W�RI�DQ�HPHUJLQJ�ƬHOG��ZKDW�DUH�WKH�QHZ�GLUHFWLRQV�IRU�,VODQG�6WXGLHV�ERWK�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WRSLFV�DQG�PH-
thodologies? Are there new approaches to thinking about islands or applying island study theory? Island studies can 
EH�D�YHU\�VWLPXODWLQJ�ƬHOG��IDFLOLWDWLQJ�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�QHZ�WKHRULHV�DQG�PHWKRGRORJLHV��D�pFRJQLWLYH�VSDFHq�IRU�
the researcher. But how can we deal with islands without essentialising the space? Going back and forth between 
LVODQG�VWXGLHV�DQG�RWKHU�ƬHOGV�FDQ�VWUHQJWKHQ�WKH�HSLVWHPRORJLFDO�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�LVODQG�VWXGLHV�

$V�D�ƬHOG�WKDW�RƪHUV�D�ZD\�WR�IXUWKHU�GHYHORS�UHVHDUFK�PHWKRGRORJLHV�DQG�WR�VWLPXODWH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�WKRXJKW��VRPH-
WLPHV�OHDGLQJ�WR�QHZ�UHVHDUFK�ƬHOGV��ZH�HVSHFLDOO\�HQFRXUDJH�WKHRUHWLFDO�SDSHUV�WKDW�HQJDJH�LQ�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\��
KROLVWLF�DQG�UHƮH[LYH�DSSURDFKHV�WKDW�VHHN�WR�H[SDQG�WKH�ƬHOG��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�LQWHUDFWLRQV��FRQWH[WXDOL]D-
tion, connectivities, micro and global foci, and perceptions of space and place.

For more information check the registration website

https://isic14.sciencesconf.org/

Contacts: benoit.raoulx@unicaen.fr - A.Reis@westernsydney.edu.au
http://sicri-network.org/

Scientific committee:

Mike Evans (UBC Okanagan Campus, Canada), Christian Fleury (Eso-Caen/Université de Caen Normandie, 
France), Phil Hayward (university of Technology Sydney/Shima Journal, Australia), Henry Johnson (Univer-
sity of Otego, New-Zealand), Benoît Raoulx (Eso-Caen/Université de Caen Normandie, France) Conference 

coordinator, Arianne Reis (Western Sydney university, Australia) Conference coordinator.
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PRE CONFERENCE EVENING EVENT June 14

18.45 Welcome Buffet 

Maison de la Recherche en Sciences Humaines de Caen (MRSH, université de Caen Normandie)

Screening
20.30 amphi mrsh Ǔthe room is located at the back of the building)

IN THE NAME OF 3 COLOURS by Chantal RICHARD

(documentary film, 2009, 88mn, in French with English subtitles)

«A small, deserted, uninhabited island in the heart of the Indian Ocean. Its name is Europa. This is a 
ELW�RI�)UDQFH����KRXUV�Ʈ\LQJ�WLPH�IURP�5ÄXQLRQ��7KURXJKRXW�WKH�\HDU��LQ�ƬIW\�GD\�WRXUV�RI�GXW\��ƬIWHHQ�
young French army soldiers take turns to maintain it and guard it. Without any possible contact with 
the outside world or their families. Military rituals and activities mark out the days. They must regulate 
nature, tend to the coconut palms. And train too. The days pass. The turtles that populate the beaches 
are born, die, return to the sea. Mosquitoes swirl in the air. Rain, wind and sun alternate. The men slowly 
EOHQG�LQ�ZLWK�WKLV�PLQHUDO�ZRUOG��:KDW�VHHPHG�XVHIXO�RQ�WKH�ƬUVW�GD\�EHFRPHV�VWUDQJH�ZKHQ�UHSHDWHG��
So the men sing, pray, repaint the ropes of a boxing ring… as they wait for the plane out.»

PRE CONFERENCE EXCURSION TO MONT SAINT MICHEL June 15

7KH�IHH�LQFOXGHV�EXV��&DHQ�0RQW�6DLQW�0LFKHO�%D\��FURVVLQJ�WKH�0RQW�6DLQW�0LFKHO�ED\�ZLWK�D�JXLGH���ƬUVW�
stop at the “Ecomusée de la Baie” museum  (Vains), picnic (lunch bag), walk at low tide from Genets to the 
Mont (3 hours, about 7 km) with a guide (from Maison du Guide) or going directly to the Mont by bus. 

You have to be registered for the excursion.

Equipment: shorts, warm clothes, raining 
coat, water, sunscreen, towel, small back 
pack.
Please note: we will cross the bay barefoot.

https://www.decouvertebaie.com/
For participants going directly to Mont 
Saint Michel after picnic: the fee does not 
include the shuttle (“le passeur”) between 
the parking lot and the island, as well as the 
museum visits.

Tourist website: 
www.bienvenueaumontsaintmichel.com/en 

The Mont Saint Michel and the islet of Tombelaine.
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INTERNATIONAL SMALL ISLAND CULTURES CONFERENCE DRAFT PROGRAM
New Directions in Island Studies

TATIHOU ISLAND - June 14/18, 2018

THURSDAY, JUNE 14

18.45 3UH�&RQIHUHQFH�(YHQLQJ�HYHQW��:HOFRPH�%XƪHW�DW�056+��0DLVRQ�GH�OD�5HFKHUFKH�HQ�
6FLHQFHV�+XPDLQHV��8QLYHUVLWÄ�GH�&DHQ�1RUPDQGLH�
Registration on the conference website
:HOFRPH�DQG�%XƪHW�056+�&DIHWDULD����ƮRRU�
You can pay the conference fees if not done through the website (in Euros, cash only).

����� 6FUHHQLQJ�056+�$PSKL�p,Q�WKH�QDPH�RI���FRXOHXUVq����PQ��E\�&KDQWDO�5LFKDUG���������
French with English subtitles in collaboration with FRESH Program

FRIDAY, JUNE 15

���� ([FXUVLRQ�7R�0RQW�6DLQW�0LFKHO
�����0HHWLQJ�SRLQW�DW�056+�PDLQ�HQWUDQFH�8QLYHUVLWÄ�GH�&DHQ
Registration needed. You can pay the Conference fees (Euros in cash)

����� %DFN�LQ�&DHQ�IURP�WKH�H[FXUVLRQ

SATURDAY, JUNE 16

���� 0HHWLQJ�SRLQW�DW�WKH�PDLQ�HQWUDQFH�056+��0DLVRQ�GH�OD�5HFKHUFKH�HQ�6FLHQFHV�+X-
PDLQHV��8QLYHUVLWÄ�GH�&DHQ��
Possibility to pay the registration fee (Euros, cash). (We can not receive the payment on Tatihou).

���� %XV�IURP�&DHQ��XQLYHUVLW\��WR�6DLQW�9DDVW�/D�+RXJXH

����� %RDW�WR�7DWLKRX�DQG�DFFRPPoGDWLRQ�FKHFN�LQ

����� Lunch

CONFERENCE TATIHOU ISLAND

����� :HOFRPH�DQG�,QWURGXFWLRQ
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13.45 6HVVLRQ�����,QWURGXFLQJ�WKH�(SLVWHPRORJLFDO�DQG�7KHRUHWLFDO�'LVFXVVLRQ
Chair/moderator: Mike Evans, co-moderator: Kate Butler

6RPH�(SLVWHPRORJLFDO�,VVXHV�RI�p1LVVRORJ\q��D�5HƮHFWLRQ�E\�8VLQJ�WKH�&DVH�RI�)UHQFK�,VODQGV

Christian Fleury & Benoit Raoulx, ReseaRch lab esO/UniveRsity Of caen nORmandy - fRance

6SDFLQJ�,VODQGV��-HUVH\�DQG�WKH�(EE�DQG�)ORZV�RI�6SDFH�DQG�3ODFH

Henry Johnson, UniveRsity Of OtagO - new Zealand

,VODQG�+LVWRU\��QRW�WKH�+LVWRU\�RI�,VODQGV

Stephen Royle, QUeen’s UniveRsity belfast - nORtheRn iReland

,VODQG�$UFKDHRORJ\�LQ�'LDORJXH��3DVW�DQG�3UHVHQW�,VVXHV�IRU�6PDOO�,VODQG�&RPPXQLWLHV

Helen Dawson, fReie UniveRsitat beRlin - geRmany

&KDOOHQJLQJ�WKH�,VODQG�,FRQ�&XOWXUH�LQ�6XVWDLQDEOH�'HYHORSPHQW

Ilan Kelman, england

16.15 'LVFXVVLRQ�

16.45 Break 

17.15 )UHH�9LVLW�WR�WKH�0XVHXP�DQG�([KLELWLRQ�p7KH�)RUJRWWHQ�6ODYHV�RI�7URPHOLQq

����� 6HDIRRG�GHJXVWDWLRQ�DQG�PHDO

����� 7UXFN�WR�6DLQW�9DDVW�IRU�SHRSOH�DFFRPPRGDWHG�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�6DLQW�9DDVW�/D�+RXJXH

SUNDAY, JUNE 17

���� %RDW�IURP�6DLQW�9DDVW�WR�7DWLKRX

���� 6HVVLRQ����7HPSRUDOLWLHV��3ODFHV�DQG�7KHRUHWLFDO�GHEDWHV�
Chair/moderator: Christian Fleury, co-moderator: Helen Dawson

4XHVWLRQLQJ�,VODQGV��,VODQGHUV�DQG�,QVXODULW\�LQ�WKH�/RQJ�$HJHDQ�DQG�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�&XOWXUDO�
'XUÄH

Katerina Kopaka, UniveRsity Of cRete –  gReece 

7KHRU\�DQG�3ROLWLFV�RI�0LFUR�LQVXODULWLHV�LQ�0RGHUQ�WLPHV��WKH�$HJHDQ�$UFKLSHODJR����WK���WK�
FHQWXULHV

Zei Eleftheria, UniveRsity Of cRete – gReece

7KH�5HFRYHU\�RI�+LVWRULFDO�7HUUDFHV�DQG�3HUVSHFWLYHV�RI�5HWHUULWRULDOL]DWLRQ�LQ�WKH�6PDOOHU�,WD�
OLDQ�,VODQGV
Arturo Gallia, U. Of ROma 3 - italy 

����� Break
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����� 1HZ�:RUOG�RU�2OG�:RUOG"�s�WKH�,Q�%HWZHHQ�RI�,VODQGV�:KHQ�,W�&RPHV�WR�:LQH

Jackie Dutton, UniveRsity Of melbOURne - aUstRalia

6¾R�7RPÄ��/RFDWLRQDO�DQDO\VLV��DQG�,VODQGV�DV�p&HQWUDO�3ODFHVq

5REHUW�*DUƬHOG��dePaUl UniveRsity Of Usa

,VODQGV�DQG�RƯFLDO�VWDWLVWLFV�7RZDUGV�D�PHWKRG�RI�GDWD�GHVHJUHJDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�LQWHJUDWHG�
LQVXODU�WHUULWRULHV�IURP�WKHLU�UHPRWH�PDLQODQG

Jérôme Verny, Maxime Forriez, neOma bUsiness schOOl, ROUen, nORmandy

����� 'LVFXVVLRQ

����� Lunch

����� 6HVVLRQ����9LVXDO�0HGLD�DQG�&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�LQ�,VODQG�6WXGLHV�
Chair/moderator: Godfrey Baldacchino

9LVXDO�5HSUHVHQWDWLRQ��5HSDWULDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�UROH�RI�3DUWLFLSDWRU\�9LGHR�LQ�,QGLJHQRXV�,VODQG�
6WXGLHV

Mike Evans, Benoit Raoulx, Stephen Foster, Jon Corbett
Ubc Okanagan & UniveRsity Of caen-nORmandie - canada & fRance

$QDO\VLQJ�,VODQG�'HYHORSPHQW�7KURXJK�DQ�$XGLRYLVXDO�$SSURDFK�

Laura Corsi, Louis Brigand, UniveRsity Of bRetagne Occidentale - fRance

,VODQG�%DVHG�0HGLD�DQG�WKHLU�&RQWULEXWLRQ�WR�5HVLOLHQW�,VODQG�&RPPXQLWLHV��D�&DVH�6WXG\�IURP�
$PDPL�2VKLPD

Evangelia Papoutsaki & Sueo Kuwahara, Unitec; kagOshima UniveRsity - new Zealand and JaPan

����� 'LVFXVVLRQ

����� Break

16.15 6HVVLRQ����([SHULHQFLQJ�WKH�6HQVH�RI�3ODFH�LQ�,VODQGV
Chair/moderator: Jackie Dutton

([SORULQJ�WKH�,QODQG�,VODQG�([SHULHQFH

Kate Butler, halibURtOn highlands mUseUm - OntaRiO, canada

,Q�/RYH�ZLWK�DQ�,VODQG
Bochra Benaissa, UniveRsity Of nORthamPtOn - england

p$UW�DQG�,VODQGV��WKH�ÉOH�3HOÄH�3URMHFWq

Sophie Lapalu, Frédéric Leterrier, Fabrice Gallis et alii.
cOllectif “le labORatOiRe des hyPOthèses” (cheRbOURg), fRance

17.45 Discussion

18.15 3UHVHQWDWLRQ�DQG�0XVLF�3HUIRUPDQFH��7UDGLWLRQDO�6RQJV�IURP��&KDQQHO�,VODQGV�ÉOHV�
$QJOR�1RUPDQGHV
Emmanuelle Bouthillier (vocals, violin) and Étienne Lagrange (vocals, violin) from the music band 
“Lihou’. Lihou is part of a project supported initiated by Association La Loure (Vire) and sup-
ported by the MRSH Université de Caen. The aim is to record the songs and the oral tradition 
from the Channel islands. They will sing in French, Island local languages (Norman), and English.

����� 6HDIRRG�GHJXVWDWLRQ�DQG�GLQQHU��7UXFN�WR�6W�9DDVW�DW�������
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MONDAY, JUNE 18

���� %RDW�IURP�6DLQW�9DDVW�WR�7DWLKRX

���� 6HVVLRQ�����7KH�&RQWULEXWLRQ�RI�,VODQGV�6WXGLHV�WR��*HRSROLWLFDO�,VVXHV
Chair/moderator : Benoit Raoulx, co-moderator: Stephen Royle

6RYHUHLJQW\��,VODQGQHVV�DQG�6L]H�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�'LVDVWHU��/HVVRQV�IURP�WKH������+XUULFDQH�
6HDVRQ�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ

Godfrey Baldacchino, UniveRsity Of malta - malta

*HRVWUDWHJLF�6LJQLƬFDQFH�DQG�0LOLWDU\�'HYHORSPHQWV��WKH�&DVH�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�6PDOO�
,VODQGV

Christian Bouchard, laURentian UniveRsity Of canada

7KH�&KDJRV�$ƪDLU��$QRWKHU�WUDJLF�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�WKH�&ROG�:DU"

Priya Bahadoor, UniveRsity Of RéUniOn - RéUniOn island

&RUVLFDQ�1DWLRQDOLVP�DQG�6RFLRORJLFDO�$SSURDFK�RI�,VODQG�6WXGLHV

Hideki Hasegawa, yOkOhama natiOnal UniveRsity - JaPan 
����� 'LVFXVVLRQ�

�����

9LVLW�WR�WKH�ROG�PDULQH�ELRORJ\�ODE
2 guided visits (about 15 persons each, 30 mn) to the old marine biology lab (1888-
1920) will be organized. Guide: Frédérick Chevallier, Museum of Tatihou (free - regis-
tration on a sheet during the conference)

����� Lunch

����� 6HVVLRQ�����&XOWXUDO�DQG�6RFLDO�,VVXHV�LQ�,VODQG�6WXGLHV
Chair/moderator : Henry Johnson, co-moderator: Zei Eleftheria

7KH�5HOHYDQFH�RI�&RPELQLQJ�7RSRQ\P\�DQG�,VODQG�6WXGLHV��WKH�&KDQQHO�LVODQGV��IURP�WKH�
*DXOV�WR�WKH�9LNLQJV

Elizabeth Ridel, UniveRsity Of caen nORmandy (mRsh) - fRance

7KH�9HQGLQJ�0DFKLQH�0DQ��LQQRYDWLYH�ZD\V�RI�VXVWDLQLQJ�2NLQDZDoV�6KLPD�NXWXED�DQG�
FXOWXUH

Evangelia Papoutsaki & Junko Konishi, UNITEC; Okinawa PRefectURal UniveRsity fOR aRts - new 
Zealand and JaPan

7KH�pKDXQWHG�,VODQGq��/RFDO�LVVXHV��*OREDO�3HUFHSWLRQV�DQG�3UDFWLFHV�LQ�3RYHJOLD�LVODQG��
9HQHWLDQ�/DJRRQ��

Francesco Visentin; Federica Cavall, ca’ fOscaRi UniveRsity Of venice – italy

'HYHORSPHQW�RI�D�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�,VODQG��9HQWRWHQH�EHWZHHQ�WRXULVWLƬFDWLRQ�DQG�FRPPX�
QLW\�QHWZRUNV

Giulia Oddi and Ginevra Pierucci, UniveRsity Of ROma 3 - italy

5HODWLRQDO�WRXULVP�IRU�VXVWDLQDEOH�LVODQGV�GHYHORSPHQW

Giovanni Ruggieri, UniveRsity Of PaleRmO; ObseRvatORy On tOURism Of islands ecOnOmy - italy

����� 'LVFXVVLRQ�DQG�&RQFOXVLRQ�	�&RƪHH�WHD�EUHDN

����� /HDYLQJ�7DWLKRX��DQG�%XV�IURP�6DLQW�9DDVW�WR�&DHQ��DUULYLQJ��������������
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ABSTRACTS

&+5,67,$1�)/(85<�	�%(12,7�5$28/; 
6RPH�(SLVWHPRORJLFDO�,VVXHV�RI�p1LVVRORJ\q��D�5HƮHFWLRQ�E\�8VLQJ�WKH�&DVH�RI�)UHQFK�,VODQGV

EHQRLW�UDRXO[#XQLFDHQ�IU�DQG�ƮHXU\�FRWH#ZDQDGRR�IU
ReseaRch lab esO/UniveRsity Of caen nORmandy - fRance

Islands attracted the attention of scientists at the beginning of social sciences including geography. 
Many scholars were applying a naturalist and spatial determinism (Febvre, 1927). Today, considering 
the space independently of society continues to be a trap for researchers. However, the spatial di-
mensions of island cultures and societies are a stimulating focus for understanding the world. There-
fore, we complement the concept of nissonothèque (‘island library’) to support the idea that “islands” 
should be viewed as a quasi-infinite resource for understanding the contemporary world. Rather than 
an “island laboratory” providing a bounded but holistic perspective as such, comparative island stu-
dies can be a tool for conducting transdiciplinary research, by picking up relevant case-studies in 
order to analyse important issues. France as a former colonial power controls huge marine spaces 
through a number of islands, scattered around the globe. Using the case of some of them - including 
Saint-Martin, Saint-Barthélémy Mayotte and Tromelin- we will both complement and illustrate this 
epistemological stance by focusing on contemporary issues that include: environmental concerns due 
to global climate change; “territorialization” (political, social) of the sea, mobilizing recently emerged 
concepts as “maritimité”, “merritoire”, “aquapelago” and island societies as places of production of 
inequality and marginalization.

HENRY JOHNSON
6SDFLQJ�,VODQGV��-HUVH\�DQG�WKH�(EE�DQG�)ORZV�RI�6SDFH�DQG�3ODFH

KHQU\�MRKQVRQ#RWDJR�DF�Q]
UniveRsity Of OtagO - new Zealand

Small islands are sites of geographic and conceptual instability in terms of how their spatiality is 
measured and perceived. When such locations go through a process of spatial transformation, either 
as a result of human or environmental impact, notions of space and place help reveal meaning in lo-
cal discourse regarding the dynamics of islandness. This paper offers a case study of Jersey in terms 
of the ebb and flows of space and place. As a contribution to scholarly research on new directions 
for the field of Island Studies, and drawing from knowledge in related fields, the discussion offers a 
three-dimension model that illustrates island space across dynamic spheres of transformation. A ho-
listic examination of the island is offered from the four domains of upward, downward, outward and 
inward change, which helps show tension between what islands are and how they are perceived. Is-
lands are often reshaped in many ways, whether physically or conceptually, which might include land 
reclamation or depletion, upward urbanization, or subterranean augmentation. This exploration of 
Jersey as a case study of its changing physical space provides an indepth example that contributes to 
ongoing scholarly thought on the dynamics of how those who live on small islands adapt and discern 
the physical environment in which they live.
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STEPHEN ROYLE
Island History, not the History of Islands

V�UR\OH#TXE�DF�XN
QUeen’s UniveRsity belfast - nORtheRn iReland

Island Studies writes of islands as ‘cultural/social assemblages that contain and connect with a number 
of contemporary globalized issues’. This type of connection can be seen, too, within history with the 
British Arts and Humanities Research Council funding ‘An empire of islands: concepts, contexts and 
collections’, investigating matters such as politics, botanical spread, migration, identities, and contes-
tation. One workshop held at the National Maritime Museum, had its speakers take an object from 
the NMM’s collections and relate it to islands and empire.
A book is planned and I am to write on ‘Islands, insularity, and the geography of empire’. Empires re-
quire a choreography involving the movement of goods and people, utilising the sea as a highway. Thus, 
British emigrants for Vancouver Island Colony on the west coast of North America in the 1850s would 
sail round Cape Horn, a fearsome journey but preferable to crossing land, for even travelling over the 
Isthmus of Panama was ‘very tiresome’. Voyages might be eased by ‘revictualling’ at way-station is-
lands. One example was St Helena, also used as a rendezvous for East India Company ships returning 
from Asia. Other islands were not taken to facilitate imperial operation but were themselves prizes, 
some enjoying a location that enabled valuable items such as sugar to be produced. The geography of 
the British Empire was not a geography of islands – India was the jewel in the crown – but the contribu-
tion of islands to that empire was more important than their physical size would seem to warrant.

HELEN DAWSON
,VODQG�$UFKDHRORJ\�LQ�'LDORJXH��3DVW�DQG�3UHVHQW�,VVXHV�IRU�6PDOO�,VODQG�&RPPXQLWLHV

KGDZVRQ#]HGDW�IX�EHUOLQ�GH
fReie UniveRsity Of beRlin - geRmany

The current depopulation trend of small islands and ensuing threat to heritage is a global challenge 
and priority. In this paper, I will present an update on new directions in island archaeology and re-
view key challenges for island heritage management with respect to both environmental and hu-
man factors. As an archaeologist, the dialogue between past and present is a critical component of 
my research: current debates on “submergence” (caused by changes in sea levels and climate) and 
“aquapelagos” (spaces integrating land and sea) are directly relevant to our understanding of past 
communities. In return, the archaeological record anchors such concepts to a long-term perspective. 
Drawing on examples from the distant past (later prehistory), history, and contemporary times, I will 
reconstruct the emergence of community identities in respect to islandscapes and seascapes, explo-
ring the links between heritage, community identity, networks, and place attachment. Examples will 
be drawn mostly from the Mediterranean with reference to other regions of the world.
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ILAN KELMAN
Challenging the Island Icon Culture in Sustainable Development

LODQBNHOPDQ#KRWPDLO�FRP
UniveRsity cOllege lOndOn, england & UniveRsity Of agdeR, nORway

A culture of island icons has been spawned by sustainable development. From ‘canaries in the coal 
mine’ for climate change to eco-paradises which cruise ship and jet-setting tourists must visit, many 
island representatives have encouraged the iconisation of their homes as exemplars of sustainable 
development and of sustainability threatened. Island studies has appositely critiqued many island 
icons of sustainable development, deconstructing vocabularies, policies, and practices such as those 
related to eco-tourism and energy self-sufficiency. These critiques are frequently sidelined outside of 
island studies, especially in sustainable development and climate change circles. To bring the challen-
ges to the island icon culture to the forefront, without denigrating the genuine difficulties and op-
portunities of island-related sustainable development, new directions of island studies would involve 
exchanging island sustainability lessons, positive and negative, with other locations through venues 
outside of island studies. Examples are Arctic-island and city-island networks. This approach would 
also help island studies to avoid (i) becoming a self-serving, self-iconising structure and (ii) presenting 
islands as the epitome of everything sustainable and unsustainable.

KATERINA KOPAKA
Questioning Islands, Islanders and Insularity in the Long Aegean and Mediterranean Cultural Durée

NRSDND#XRF�JU
UniveRsity Of cRete – gReece

In a way, the long history of the island topoi started in the interior of the primordial sea of our pla-
net hundreds of millions of years ago, and immensely before the appearance of mankind. But early 
“islanders”, and consequently their age-old sea crossings, are being traced today deeper and deeper 
in world Palaeolithic stratigraphies. The word “island” appears already in the 2nd millennium BC and, 
with consistency, in Homer and various ancient literature and other accounts. Research on islands 
was established in the 19th and early 20th centuries by major works like those by Darwin, Haeckel and 
Malinowski. But how much have our synthesis of knowledge and interdisciplinary understanding of 
islands and islanders –and their lands and seas, identities and behaviours– progressed? What makes 
us keep wondering about natural and human-made material and symbolic islandscapes, and their po-
tential analogies and discrepancies with non-insular worlds? Following on from previous reflections, 
which mainly derive from our study of the isle of Gavdos, off the southwestern Cretan shores, I shall 
try to suggest a methodological framework by summarising a number of relevant issues in a diachro-
nic Aegean and Mediterranean perspective.
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ZEI ELEFTHERIA
7KHRU\�DQG�3ROLWLFV�RI�0LFUR�LQVXODULWLHV�LQ�0RGHUQ�WLPHV��WKH�$HJHDQ�$UFKLSHODJR����WK���WK�FHQWXULHV

]HL#XRF�JU
UniveRsity Of cRete – gReece

Modern geographical, historical and anthropological literature on insularity has generally invested in 
two opposite themes: 1. the theme of “isolation”, a very ancient concept rehabilitated by 19th –be-
ginning of 20th century geographic and ethnographic theories, and 2. the theme of interconnected 
insularity, brought up by modern Mediterranean theories. Contemporary classical studies (archaeo-
logy and ancient history) have been exploring “micro-insularity” as a problem of scales and problem 
of connectivity, at least up until the beginning of the 21st century, often seeking their case or field 
studies in the Aegean Archipelago. On the other hand, European and Mediterranean historiography, 
under the influence of recent post-Braudelian Mediterranean theories, tend to regard micro-insula-
rity as a comprehensive archipelagic model. To overcome the isolation issue, they generally construct 
their problematic upon connectivity and interaction between distinct and different small Mediter-
ranean localities, among which the islands play a capital role, because of their various possibilities 
of connnectivity. Still, connectivity and interaction approaches seem to create a new problem of mi-
cro-insularity, because they tend to leave out of the field of their studies remote and uninhabited 
isles and islets. In my paper we will try to argue that those extreme micro-insular Mediterranean 
spaces, due precisely to their isolated character, have played a central role, in the construction of 
different “Archipelago States” in the Aegean during the period of 15th-18th centuries, as spatial, 
political and ideological entities, mainly the famous Venetian Archipelago (15th-17th c.) and the less 
known, short-lived Russian Archipelago of the Aegean (end of 18th c.).

52%(57�*$5),(/'
6¾R�7RPÄ��/RFDWLRQDO�DQDO\VLV��DQG�,VODQGV�DV�p&HQWUDO�3ODFHVq

5*$5),(/#GHSDXO�HGX
dePaUl UniveRsity - Usa

The island of São Tomé was discovered and settled by the Portuguese in the 1490s.  Within two de-
cades, it became the center of a flourishing sugar industry and the intermediary in the Atlantic slave 
trade from Africa to Brazil and the West Indies. The island was literally and figuratively central to the 
Portuguese Atlantic economy; equally, the major settlement, the “Povoação,” became the center of 
the island’s economic and political life. This situation can be abstracted and generalized using loca-
tional analysis, specifically “Central Place” theory.  Created by Walter Christaller in 1933, and refined 
by Brian Berry and Alan Pred in the 1950s and 1960s, it demonstrates the workings of a “central 
place” as a market and as a node of settlement and development. Islands, by their very nature, can be 
conceptualized as “central places,” and their impact on both local and distant economies can be ana-
lyzed through the lens of locational analysis. While Christaller, et.al, derived their theory from 20th 
century examples, it is applicable to situations in the distant past, e.g., the role of São Tomé and its 
urban center in the 16th century.
This paper applies the theory to São Tomé, and describes how as “central place” can cease to be such, 
even though an island and its main urban area, by definition, cannot move.  “Central Place,” therefore, 
is not necessarily meant literally. In the case of islands, it is an analytical category, as well as a geogra-
phic descriptor, of an island’s role in the wider world.
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-¤5¯0(�9(51<�	�0$;,0(�)255,(=
,VODQGV�DQG�RƯFLDO�VWDWLVWLFV�7RZDUGV�D�PHWKRG�RI�GDWD�GHVHJUHJDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�LQWHJUDWHG�LQVXODU�

territories from their remote mainland

MHURPH�YHUQ\#QHRPD�EV�IU���PD[LPH�IRUULH]#QHRPD�EV�IU
neOma bUsiness schOOl - ROUen, nORmandy

Abstract. – The islands owned by continental States, such as France or the United States of America, 
often have statistics integrated with their mainland. This is an important geopolitical consideration 
for their assimilation, but also hides the economic reality of these territories in relation to their main-
land, and in relation to other islands in their oceanic basin. Generally, they are the most developed lo-
cations compared to other islands or archipelagos in the vicinity. This presentation will propose a me-
thod of statistical desegregation for the data of import/export data. Two examples will be studied: 
the first is France (Guadeloupe, Martinique, Reunion, and Mayotte); the second is the United States 
of America (Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Hawaii). Through the case study of the Caribbean, the 
Indian, and the Pacific Oceans basins, the difference between a map with and without desegregated 
data and a map with desegregated data will be demonstrated and discussed. Finally, all three basins 
will be analysed from a diachronic point of view to demonstrate the characteristics of insular econo-
mics from a general and logistic standpoint.

$57852�*$//,$
7KH�5HFRYHU\�RI�+LVWRULFDO�7HUUDFHV�DQG�3HUVSHFWLYHV�RI�5HWHUULWRULDOLVDWLRQ�

in the Smaller Italian Islands

DUWXURJDOOLD#JPDLO�FRP
UniveRsity Of ROma 3 - italy

The island of Ponza is one of the privileged summer tourist destinations of central Italy, placed in the 
Thyrrenian sea, 20 miles westward Gaeta. Like other seaside resorts it is heavily depopulated in the 
winter months, which mainly involves the age groups between 14 and 50 years. As is known, in the in-
land areas and in the smaller Italian islands (included in the regulatory framework of the same inland 
areas), the seasonal demographic decline affects the abandonment of traditional economic activities, 
including agriculture, with negative consequences on economic development. The abandonment of 
cultivated lands, historically characterized by terracing on the slopes of the islands, have also impact 
on the prevention of hydrogeological risk, accentuated by the lack of care of the land, terraces (cate-
ne, chains) and dry walls (parracine).

JACKIE DUTTON
1HZ�:RUOG�RU�2OG�:RUOG"�s�WKH�,Q�%HWZHHQ�RI�,VODQGV�:KHQ�,W�&RPHV�WR�:LQH

MOG#XQLPHOE�HGX�DX
UniveRsity Of melbOURne - aUstRalia

In the 21st century, there are not many instances where we still talk about “new world” and “old wor-
ld” – except in the global wine industry. Yet from the Renaissance until the 1970s, the “new world” 
was the Western Hemisphere plus Oceania and the “old world” was the Eastern Hemisphere. There 
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were many islands in each category, determined by their geographical location rather than the length of 
their inhabitation. When used in winemaking, “new world” is code for mass-produced, industrial winema-
king, whereas “old world” indicates artisanal, terroir-based, traditional methods and produce. In recent 
years, there has been more exchange across the apparent divides, promoting “new world” technology 
and consistency in France, Italy and Spain, and terroir-driven small parcel wines in California, Australia, 
and South Africa. Grape vines and wine are produced on several islands, such as Tasmania (Australia), Wai-
heke Island (New Zealand), Pico Island (Azores), Vancouver Island (Canada), as well as Sardinia and Sicily 
(Italy), Tenerife and Mallorca (Spain), and Corsica (France). Small islands that produce wine have never 
really been “new world” in practice, whether they fall into that category geographically or not. This is es-
pecially true of islands which have remained part of a colonial power structure. Their production is always 
relatively small-scale, and cannot be compared to the industrial behemoths of the Gallo family (US) or 
Casella family (Australia). In this paper, I want to explore the in-between of islands when it comes to wine, 
using a case-study of winemaking practices on the Venetian island of Sant’Erasmo, and on Reunion Island 
LQ� WKH� ,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�� ,�ZLOO�DUJXH�WKDW� UDWKHU�WKDQ�UHƮHFWLQJ�DQ�pROG�ZRUOGq�RU� pQHZ�ZRUOGq�GLFKRWRP\��
both of these case studies translate French neo-colonialism in winemaking practices. The Orto di Venezia 
wines made by Frenchman Michel Thoulouze are clearly “old world” wines but have been resurrected 
and renewed by the French. The wines known as Le Vin des Cyclones of the Chai de Cilaos cooperative 
in Reunion Island are equally “old world” wines, despite their distant geographical location, and also de-
monstrate French neo-colonial practices in viticulture, oenology and marketing. Using these examples, I 
ZLOO�TXHVWLRQ�ZKHWKHU�LVODQGV�DYRLG�FHUWDLQ�FODVVLƬFDWLRQV�VXFK�DV�pQHZ�ZRUOGq�DQG�pROG�ZRUOGq��DQG�VHHN�
to open up inquiry as to what other generalized categories are not applicable to islands. 

0,.(�(9$16��%(12,7�5$28/;��67(3+(1�)267(5�	�-21�&25%(77
9LVXDO�5HSUHVHQWDWLRQ��5HSDWULDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�UROH�RI�3DUWLFLSDWRU\�

Video in Indigenous/Island Studies

PLFKDHO�HYDQV#XEF�FD��EHQRLW�UDRXO[#XQLFDHQ�IU
Ubc Okanagan & UniveRsity Of caen nORmandie - canada & fRance

Exotic representations of Island peoples has a long tradition Western Cinema – both documentary and 
ƬFWLRQDO��,QGHHG�HDUO\�RQ�LW�ZDV�XQFOHDU�KRZ��H[DFWO\��WKH�ZRUNV�RI�ƬOPPDNHUV�OLNH�(GZDUG�&XUWLV��,Q�WKH�
Land of the Head-hunters) and Robert Flaherty (Moana) would be understood by audiences, critics, and 
producers alike. Even as documentary emerged as a form, documentarians – again Curtis and Flaherty are 
H[HPSODUV�s�PRYHG�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�GRFXPHQWDU\�DQG�ƬFWLRQDO�IRUPDWV��IXUWKHU�EOXUULQJ�WKH�OLQH�EHWZHHQ�
SRSXODU�ƬFWLRQ�DQG�DXWKHQWLF�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��:KLOH�VRPHZKDW�HVWUDQJHG�IURP�HPHUJLQJ�HWKQRJUDSKLF�
SUDFWLFHV��WKH�DUWLƬFH�RI�ƬOP�UHIUDFWHG�WKH�FRQVWUXFWV�RI�HWKQRJUDSK\�DV�ZHOO��7KLV�SDSHU�H[SORUHV�WKH�
legacies of Curtis, Flaherty, and their images of Islands on two axes. First, we look at the patterns of re-
FXUULQJ�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV�RI� ,VODQGV�DQG� ,VODQG�SHRSOHV�DFURVV�ƬFWLRQDO��GRFXPHQWDU\��DQG�HWKQRJUDSKLF�
genres (largely in association with the work of the Curtis and Flaherty), and then we examine several exa-
mples of the repatriation of representation by Indigenous Island peoples. This repatriation takes three 
primary forms – one a proactive assertion of agency by Indigenous interlocutors in shaping images in the 
ƬUVW�LQVWDQFH��WKH�VHFRQG�D�FULWLTXH�RI�FRORQLDO�DSSURSULDWLRQ�WKURXJK�D�FULWLFDO�UHSRVLWLRQLQJ�RI�UHSUHVHQ-
tations, and the third a radical appropriation of representation through participatory video with internal 
audiences in mind. We argue that in the context of the emergence of assemblage theory in Island studies, 
these complex and shifting terrains of representation must also be interrogated for their constitutive 
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characteristics – signalling now as in the past, the ways in which Islands are incorporated into assemblages 
of varying geo-political scope.  

/$85$�&256,�	�/28,6�%5,*$1'
Analysing Island Development Through an Audiovisual Approach

/DXUD�&RUVL#XQLY�EUHVW�IU
UniveRsityy Of bRetagne Occidentale - fRance

ID’îles (Initiatives and Development on Ponant Islands) is an interdisciplinary project of action re-
search. Since 2011, it has analysed social, economic and territorial evolutions of Ponant Islands. The 
Ponant Islands consist of thirteen French islands located on the Atlantic coast, all of which are inha-
bited year-round. One of the methodological proposals of the project is to use an audio-visual ap-
proach in order to analyze island development and its representations. Two main datasets are consi-
dered. The first one is based on 21285 televisions reports shot on Ponant islands between 1941 and 
2016. The second consists of 20 videos of 26 minutes from a TV program developed to share ID-îles 
results, to foster island networks, and to enrich the discussions on islands development. We will ques-
tion the influence of insularity on the experimentation of audio-visual methodologies, but also their 
contributions to island studies.

(9$1*(/,$�3$32876$.,�	�68(2�.8:$+$5$
,VODQG�%DVHG�0HGLD�DQG�WKHLU�&RQWULEXWLRQ�WR�5HVLOLHQW�,VODQG�&RPPXQLWLHV��

D�&DVH�6WXG\�IURP�$PDPL�2VKLPD

HSDSRXWVDNL#XQLWHF�DF�Q]��NXZDKDUD#OHK�NDJRVKLPD�X�DF�SM
Unitec; kagOshima UniveRsity - new Zealand and JaPan

This paper is based on research conducted in the Amami islands which sought to map their com-
municative ecology. The islands have their own unique micro-communicative ecology makeup and 
distinctive geographical and cultural identity within the Japanese archipelago which provided a rich 
case study for this approach. In this research, the communicative ecology approach refers to the 
various forms, resources, activities, channels and flows of communication and information used by 
an island or group of islands. The researchers aimed at exploring the Amami Islands communicative 
ecosystem that is part of existing island communities’ structures; identifying communicative prac-
tices that contribute to sustaining island resilience and sociocultural cohesion; and exploring the 
role of media, in particular community radio, in localized communication flows unique to the islands. 
Using the communicative ecology mapping approach enabled a more in depth understanding of the 
complexity of the Amami islands communities and allowed for the exploration of the various types of 
communication activity island people are engaged in, the resources available and the understanding 
of how these can be used in sustaining island communities. One of the key findings from this research 
indicated a new communicative ecology layer created in one of the islands, Amami Oshima, which 
has been experiencing in the last decade an emerging trend in community FM radio. These FM sta-
tions have not only contributed towards sustaining and strengthening the information ecosystem of 
the various communities within the island but also generating new cultural expressions through the 
promotion of contemporary island music and other cultural practices. Their content sharing has also 
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forged stronger intra-island exchanges that are in their turn forging a stronger island identity. The 
communicative ecology of Amami Oshima contains several elements of what makes island communi-
ties resilient. These include a healthy information landscape and dynamics of production, movement, 
access, use and impact based on local information needs, social trust and agents of change/cultural 
enablers. The findings of this paper thus provide us with a potential typology of mapping island re-
liance through the mapping of the communicative ecology approach. 

KATE BUTLER
Exploring the Inland Island Experience

NHOWLFBNDWH#KRWPDLO�FRP
halibURtOn highlands mUseUm - OntaRiO, canada

Island dwellers and island lovers are well aware of the appeal these places can hold, a feeling of isola-
tion coupled with an amazing sense of connectivity through our oceans and seas. Water and the coast 
are seen as so strongly linked to what it means to live on an island that these are among the features 
that islanders seem to miss most when far from home. That said, this is not everyone’s island expe-
rience. This paper will explore the island identity of those who live somewhat inland on islands and 
for whom the coast, that constant reminder of islandness, may not be as omnipresent. In particular, 
this paper will draw on my fieldwork in the Blue Mountains of Jamaica. Located over an hour’s drive 
from the coast and centred around the Blue Mountain Peak which rises to a height of 2256 metres, 
these communities experience a sense of island identity which is all their own, but which may give  us 
insight into the experience of inland islandness elsewhere.

BOCHRA BENAISSA
,Q�/RYH�ZLWK�DQ�,VODQG

ERFKUD�EHQDLVVD#QRUWKDPSWRQ�DF�XN
UniveRsity Of nORthamPtOn - england

In Michael Tournier’s Friday, or, the Other Island (1967), Robinson goes through different psycho-
logical and philosophical states of mind ranging from denial, regression to a proud embrace of the 
island’s space. This re-writing of Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe accentuates the relation he has with 
the island. Thanks to Friday’s intervention, Robinson becomes able to establish new relations with 
the exterior universe and views the island ‘Speranza’ differently. For him, the island is more than an 
isolated land, it is an ‘exotic dream’. He engages in a sexual intercourse with Speranza by becoming 
its foetus. He considers it as his espouse. He even gets jealous when he encounters Friday on the spot 
where he satisfies his sexual desires with the island.
In this paper, I would like to approach Tournier’s text by focusing on Robinson’s sexual orientation 
on the desert island and his perception of the island as a female, which is employed to intensify his 
alliance and amalgamation with the space and becoming one with nature. This text has perceived 
the relation between the castaway and the island in a unique way that is worth studying. This leads 
us to question Robinson’s identity and its development throughout the novel. Also, Friday has been 
given an important role in Robinson’s evolution and allowing him to acquire new perceptions of his 
surroundings and of life in general.
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623+,(�/$3$/8���)5¤'¤5,&�/(7(55,(5��)$%5,&(�*$//,6�$1'�ALII.
p$UW�DQG�,VODQGV��WKH�ÉOH�3HOÄH�3URMHFWq

IUHGOHWHUULHU#\DKRR�IU��IDEULFHJDOOLV#JPDLO�FRP
cOllectif “le labORatOiRe des hyPOtheses” (cheRbOURg) - fRance

The “Laboratoire des hypotheses” is a collective research program in arts developing projects on 
islands. Our objective is to settle a base on Pelée Island in Normandy, in Cherbourg harbour, a fort 
owned by the French navy. The idea is to create a place of residency, to meet and experiment about 
autonomy issues. Starting from the work of Adolfo Bioy Casares The invention of Morel, we try to 
change the status of the island from military to heritage by inventing original practices “on-the-spot”. 
The lab’s logic is bottomup, starting from informal practise to official status, challenging the way he-
ritage policies are conceived. The methods of the laboratory are as much theoretical as practical: ima-
gine and create his own tools, inventing new standards, trying the impossible… and solving questions 
by using narratives. Narratives are indeed essential for creating fiction, but are also deeply involved 
in the identities of islands, fragile environments in constant relation with their own fictions. Being an 
artistic project, our objective may fail. Unable to access to the Pelée island for legal reasons (military, 
political, administrative) the lab produces a set of projections of this island to other ones. We often 
use the polysemy of the word “échouer” in French that can mean “to fail”, “be shipwrecked”, or do it 
by a deliberate decision ; three equivalent ways to reach an island. In our presentation we will share 
with the audience this singular experience of a never reached island, but generating many others.

*2')5(<�%$/'$&&+,12
Sovereignty, Islandness and Size in the face of Disaster:  

/HVVRQV�IURP�WKH������+XUULFDQH�6HDVRQ�LQ�WKH�&DULEEHDQ

JRGIUH\�EDOGDFFKLQR#XP�HGX�PW
UniveRsity Of malta - malta

Islandness and smallness conspire together to generate environmental threats to small island juris-
dictions that ravage whole populations and total land areas, with little chance of escape to other parts 
of the same island. Moreover, sovereignty impacts these dynamics in small islands in at least in two 
ways. First, it makes evacuation prior to the threat subject to issues of power, wealth and privilege: only 
WKRVH�ZKR�FDQ�DƪRUG��DQG�KDYH�RSWLRQV��FDQ�DQG�GR�OHDYH���WKH�nNLQHWLF�HOLWHo��XVXDOO\�E\�SODQH���7KH�UHVW�
PXVW�VLW�RXW�WKH�VWRUP�DV�EHVW�WKH\�FDQ��6HFRQG��LW�PDNHV�SRVW�WKUHDW�UHFRYHU\�PRUH�GLƯFXOW��VLQFH�LW�
is the international community that needs to be leveraged for assistance in cash or in kind. The hurri-
canes that lashed the Caribbean in the summer of 2017 brought some stark lessons to mainlanders and 
islanders. While the former could get into their cars and drive away from danger - as the detailed news 
PHGLD�FRYHUDJH�IURP�)ORULGD�VKRZHG���IRU�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�LVODQG�&DULEEHDQ�WKH�VWRU\�ZDV�GLƪHUHQW��7KRVH�
WKDW�ZDQWHG�WR��DQG�FRXOG��DƪRUG�WR��OHDYH��ZRXOG�KDYH�KDG�ODUJHO\�WR�WDNH�D�ƮLJKW�RXW��0RUHRYHU��SRVW�
hurricane, the heads of state of the US, UK, France and the Netherlands all pledged support, in cash, 
personnel or in kind, to help their stricken (subnational) territories. Antigua and Barbuda is a sovereign 
state, and was not so lucky: it cannot call upon any ‘patron’ to rush to its aid.
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CHRISTIAN BOUCHARD
*HRVWUDWHJLF�6LJQLƬFDQFH�DQG�0LOLWDU\�'HYHORSPHQWV��WKH�&DVH�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�6PDOO�,VODQGV

cbouchard@laurentian.ca
laURentian UniveRsity - canada

Historically, small islands have played a significant strategic role in the Indian Ocean. Far from fading 
away, the strategic value of these islands has been greatly renewed since the beginning of the 21st 
century, in conjunction with the Indian Ocean Region’s growing importance in global geopolitics and 
world economy. This study examines how the military powers involved in this geostrategic theater 
(USA, India, China, France, Australia, etc.) are securing and even developing their positions in the In-
dian Ocean small islands (Diego Garcia, Andaman and Nicobar, Lakshadweep, La Reunion, Mayotte, 
Seychelles, Mauritius, Maldives, Cocos and Christmas Islands, etc.). Our analysis shows that the islands 
can perform several military tasks that we regrouped into four general functions, namely ‘support fa-
cility’ (refueling, replenishment, low-level maintenance, etc.), ‘military stronghold’ (autonomous fire 
power, military port and airport infrastructure, etc.), ‘sentinel’ (maritime surveillance, radar stations, 
etc.), and ‘maritime police’ (fighting maritime piracy, illegal trafficking and IUU fishing, etc.). Overall, 
being at the forefront of the great strategic competition occurring in the Indian Ocean has many 
implications locally (national defence, foreign policy, military cooperation, capacity-building, etc.). It 
is therefore argued that the military developments currently happening in the studied small islands 
need to be better assessed and studied, and that research on strategic, defence and security matters 
can make a pertinent contribution to island studies.

PRIYA BAHADOOR 
7KH�&KDJRV�$ƪDLU��$QRWKHU�WUDJLF�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�WKH�&ROG�:DU"

SUL\DEDKDGRRU#JPDLO�FRP
UniveRsity Of RéUniOn - RéUniOn island

What is the Chagos Affair all about? Is it a simple case of incomplete decolonisation or a carefully 

orchestrated military strategy woven during the Cold War?  During the decolonisation period, the 
United Kingdom chose to create a new colony, the British Indian Ocean Territory (B.I.O.T.) in the In-
dian Ocean.  An agreement was drawn up between Great Britain and the United States of America 
that gave the latter the right to use and develop the B.I.O.T. for 50 years. Initially, the U.S. defence 
Department announced that Diego Garcia, one of the islands of the Chagos Archipelago, would be 
converted into a limited, austere communication station that would provide logistic support to U.S. 
naval operations in the Indian Ocean but today it has become one of the most important American 
military bases. The perusal of declassified documents from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office of 
the United Kingdom have shed light on the means of and the reasons for the creation of this whole 
affair. The information obtained have also made it easier to understand the interest of several other 
powers in the islands of the Indian Ocean even during the 21st century. 
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+,'(.,�+$6(*$:$
Corsican Nationalism and Sociological Approach of Island Studies

+DVHJDZD�KLGHNL�U[#\QX�DF�MS
yOkOhama natiOnal UniveRsity - JaPan

Contemporary Corsican nationalism since 1960’s has been analysed mainly by three methods. Corsican 
history, French geopolitics and transnational ethnic studies. Corsican historical studies are apprehending 
the actual nationalism as on the extension of Paoli’s independent movement in the 18th century and Sam-
SLHUXoV�DQWL�*HQRYHVH�UHEHOOLRQ�LQ�WKH���WK��)UHQFK�JHRSROLWLFV�IRFXV�RQ�FRQƮLFWV�LQVLGH�WKH�QDWLRQDOLVW�PR-
vement and Corsican political society rather than its unity and integrity. And transnational ethnic studies 
are proceeded mainly by the new core-periphery relation theories in the context of European supranatio-
QDO�XQLƬFDWLRQ�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�FRQFHSW�RI�pHWKQR�QDWLRQDOLVPq��+RZHYHU��DFWXDO�QDWLRQDOLVW�pYLFWRU\q�
in socio-political scene (“We are for Catalonia independent, but we are not secessionists”- Corsican Execu-
tive Council President’s statement in November 2017) cannot be fully explained by these methodologies. 
Then, I propose a sociological approach of island studies by considering Corsican nationalist perspective, 
Corsican government policies and actual socio-political issues.

(9$1*(/,$�3$32876$.,�	�-81.2�.21,6+,
7KH�9HQGLQJ�0DFKLQH�0DQ��LQQRYDWLYH�ZD\V�RI�VXVWDLQLQJ�2NLQDZDoV�6KLPD�NXWXED�DQG�FXOWXUH

HSDSRXWVDNL#XQLWHF�DF�Q]��HMNRQLV#JPDLO�FRP
Unitec; Okinawa PRefectURal UniveRsity fOR aRts - new Zealand and JaPan

The research focuses on the territorial development of Ventotene, the last island of the Pontino archipe-
lago, in the Tirreno Sea (Lazio, Italy). The island is one of the so-called inner areas of the Italian territory, 
GXH�WR�LWV�LVRODWLRQ�����NP�Rƪ�WKH�FRDVW��DQG�WKH�LQHƯFLHQF\�RI�LWV�SULPDU\�SXEOLF�VHUYLFHV��KHDOWKFDUH��
education, transports). The research reveals the two faces of Ventotene development: on the one hand 
the economic growth based on touristic activities and the depopulation of the island on the other. Star-
WLQJ�IURP�WKH�QLQHWLHV��VRPH�DQVZHUV�WR�WKH�VRFLDOO\�XQVXVWDLQDEOH�SURFHVV�RI�WRXULVWLƬFDWLRQ�DUULYHG�IURP�
the island’s citizens, as well as from the European and the local institutions: the so called “good practices”. 
Rather than creating an indistinctly applicable model, the aim of the research is to highlight those terri-
torial elements that can currently orient the island development towards sustainability. The multiscalar 
approach used to conduct this study have been essential to point out the networks inside the community 
of Ventotene and the connections between the island and the rest of the world.

ELIZABETH RIDEL 
The Relevance of Combining Toponymy and Island Studies: the Channel islands, 

IURP�WKH�*DXOV�WR�WKH�9LNLQJV

HOL]DEHWK�ULGHO#XQLFDHQ�IU
UniveRsity Of caen nORmandy (mRsh) - fRance

Far from being isolated pieces of land the Channel Islands have been at the crossroad of many cultures from 
WKH�0DLQODQG�DQG�WKH�%ULWLVK�L,OHV��7KH�WRSRQ\P\�LV�D�UHOHYDQW�PHDQ�WR�WUDFN�EDFN�WKHVH�LQƮXHQFHV��IURP�WKH�
Gauls to the Viking times. In fact, the small islands provide an interesting laboratory for studying the past.
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)5$1&(6&2�9,6(17,1�	�)('(5,&$�&$9$//
7KH�pKDXQWHG�,VODQGq��/RFDO�LVVXHV��*OREDO�3HUFHSWLRQV�DQG�3UDFWLFHV�LQ�3RYHJOLD�LVODQG��

Venetian Lagoon. 

IUDQFHVFR�YLVHQWLQ#XQLYH�LW��IFDYDOOR#XQLYH�LW
ca’ fOscaRi UniveRsity Of venice – italy

The uninhabited island of Poveglia in the Venice Lagoon recently became renowned, locally and glo-
bally, due to two facts. The first one (2014) was the attempt of acquisition by the local businessman 
Mr. Brugnaro (now the Mayor of Venice), blocked by the activism of the Venetian association “Po-
veglia per Tutti” (Poveglia for Everyone), which claims the island as a public space. The uninhabited 
island of Poveglia in the Venice Lagoon recently became renowned, locally and globally, due to two 
facts. The first one (2014) was the attempt of acquisition by the local businessman Mr. Brugnaro (now 
the Mayor of Venice), blocked by the activism of the Venetian association “Poveglia per Tutti” (Pove-
glia for Everyone), which claims the island as a public space.
The second one was the U.S. TV show “Ghost Adventures”, where Poveglia was presented as “the wor-
ld’s most haunted island” in a 2009 episode, followed by international newspaper articles and visits 
by foreign ghost hunters and “ghost tourists”. 
Therefore, Poveglia could be interpreted as a metaphor of the Disneyfication of Venice but also as an 
icon that reflect the tensions, polarized values and scales of the complicated socio-relations between 
Cosmos and Hearth (Yi-fu Tuan 1996). 
Poveglia epitomizes the dichotomous characteristic and the hybridity that pertain to small islands 
(Depraetere, 1991; Baldacchino, 2008): past and future, lived and imagined, outside and inside, inha-
bited and abandoned, history and story, heritage and wilderness, private and public, local and global, 
vulnerability and resilience. 
In this work, we analyze the case of Poveglia using a phenomenological and perfomative approach 
(Hay 2006) focused on everyday practices, citizenship activism, and social and environmental ethics 
(Ingold 2000; Wylie 2005; Thirft 2007; Hawkins 2013). We first introduce the geographical and social 
context, then we trace the methodology we use to conceive Poveglia as a metaphorical device for un-
derstanding the problems that affect the Venice Lagoon and to prepare the performative fieldwork 
aimed at exploring the current situation as an ongoing bodily process of engagement and involvement 
in which ‘perceiver’ and ‘world’ are enrolled. Finally, we present observations that emerged through 
our study based on the exchange between social analysis and embodied fieldwork experience.

*,8/,$�2'',�	�*,1(95$�3,(58&&,
'HYHORSPHQW�RI�D�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�,VODQG��9HQWRWHQH�EHWZHHQ�WRXULVWLƬFDWLRQ�

DQG�FRPPXQLW\�QHWZRUNV

JLXOLD�RGGL#\DKRR�LW��*LQHYUD�SLHUXFFL��#JPDLO�FRP
UniveRsity Of ROma 3 - italy

The research focuses on the territorial development dynamics in Ventotene island. Due to its mar-
ginality and the inefficiency of its essential public services (healthcare, education, transports), the 
island is defined as an “inner area” by the national law derived from the EU. The analysis of Ventotene 
development – mainly focused on touristic activities – reveals the other face of the touristification, 
which, summed to the marginality of the island, produces depopulation and social unrest. Starting 
from the Nineties, some answers to the untenable development arrived from the island’s citizens, 
as well as from the European and the local institutions: the so-called “good practices”. Rather than 
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creating an indistinctly applicable model, the aim of the research is to analyse the good practice ini-
tiatives and highlight those territorial elements that currently orient the island development towards 
sustainability. Through the study of Ventotene by a multiscale approach, it has been possible to point 
out the internal and external nets which create the island community and link this marginal territory 
to the rest of the world.

*,29$11,�58**,(5,
Relational tourism for sustainable islands development

UXJJLHUL#RWLH�RUJ
UniveRsity Of PaleRmO; ObseRvatORy On tOURism Of islands ecOnOmy - italy

The increased frequency of travel has changed the sensitivity of travelers who are now seeking more 
authenticity and a genuine experience with local communities. People living in small communities, 
such as islands are becoming part of the motivating factors of travel and the hosting community is 
more engaged in the travel experience. In this context, relations between hosts and guests are part 
of a new concept of tourism presented in literature as relational tourism (Calderon, Ruggieri, 2011). 
This paradigm focuses on human relationships rather than on travel industry services. It is a form of 
tourism made of encounters (Grolleau, 1987 and 1988) and sharing (Richards, 2013), where tourists 
participate in the way of life of the local community (Okazaki, 2008). In this paper, we describe the 
changes in tourist demand and its impact. We then address the business aspects and local challenges 
that relational tourism needs to face in order to improve, and the efforts for island-based businesses 
to keep up with these trends. The study highlights some implications for future studies on island tou-
rism and provides input for local communities to address these new challenges. A possible solution 
is to emphasize the relational dynamics that promote a dynamic clustering of cooperation among 
local and tourist communities. (Wearing & McDonald, 2002; Prats & Guia, 2005; Haugland et al., 2011; 
Mancini et al. 2012). 
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MRSH LOCATION 
UNIVERSITÉ DE CAEN NORMANDIE
University of Caen: http://www.unicaen.fr/

MRSH: http://www.unicaen.fr/recherche/mrsh/locationmap 
� Information: 02 31 56 62 00 (Elisabeth Feret: in French)

Transportation (bus): https://www.twisto.fr/

Tourist office: https://www.caenlamer-tourisme.fr/
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If you do not come to Saint-Vaast by bus with us it is better to book your ticket by phone 
DW�WKH�RƯFH�LQ�6DLQW�9DDVW�������������������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�WLGH�WKH�ERDUGLQJ�LV�HLWKHU�DW�
La Calle (low tide) or at the Green Light Pier (high tide). During the conference, we have 
added other boats for the conference from Tatihou to Saint-Vaast after the dinner. 
Taxi in Saint Vaast: Taxi du Val de Saire - Tel: 02 33 54 11 56.
Museum of Tatihou (conference and accommodation) 02 33 54 33 33.
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Source : http://maree.shom.fr/

TIDE TABLE

PM: high tide

BM: low tide

Hauteur: Hight


